The Heartbeat Of A Warrior
7
Loyalty


Last Week:
Our topic was Integrity
We defined Integrity as the quality or state of being of sound moral principle.
We saw that Integrity is a choice we make which can define our destiny as well as our character.
Integrity is critical to the Warrior as it is our code of conduct even when there is no one watching and no one else around.

Conclusion:
A Warrior must make choices based on what is right not on circumstances.  

Character Of A Warrior   

char-ac-ter   1 a distinctive mark   5 a distinctive trait, quality, or attribute; characteristic   6 essential quality; nature; kind or sort   7 the pattern of behavior or personality found in an individual or group; moral constitution   8 moral strength; self-discipline, fortitude,  reputation   b) good reputation

Courage
Strength
Obedience
Discipline
Honesty  
Integrity
Loyalty
Honor

Loyalty Defined

loyalty, n.   ----Syn. allegiance, submission, homage, fealty, faithfulness,  subjection, fidelity, trustworthiness, constancy, integrity,  attachment, trueness, sincerity, steadfastness, adherence,  stanchness, adherence to duty, singleness of heart, bond, tie,  group feeling, probity, uprightness, honor, reliability, (good)  faith, incorruptibility, scrupulousness, conscientiousness,  single-mindedness, inviolability, dependability, devotedness,  support, zeal, ardor, earnestness, resolution, obedience, duty,  esprit de corps  (French), honesty, truthfulness;  see also devotion

5281 ὑπομονή [hupomone /hoop·om·on·ay/] [footnoteRef:2]n [footnoteRef:3]f. From 5278; [footnoteRef:4]TDNT 4:581; [footnoteRef:5]TDNTA 581; [footnoteRef:6]GK 5705; 32 occurrences; [footnoteRef:7]AV translates as “patience” 29 times, “enduring” once, “patient continuance” once, and “patient waiting” once. 1 steadfastness, constancy, endurance. 1A in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings. 1B patiently, and steadfastly. 2 a patient, steadfast waiting for. 3 a patient enduring, sustaining, perseverance. [2: n n: noun or neuter]  [3: f f: feminine]  [4: TDNT Theological Dictionary of the New Testament]  [5: TDNTA Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Abridged in One Volume]  [6: GK Goodrick-Kohlenberger]  [7: AV Authorized Version] 




un-faith-ful (-fafl) adj.    1 failing to observe the terms of a vow, promise, understanding, etc., or false to allegiance or duty; faithless; disloyal   2 not true, accurate, or reliable; untrustworthy   3 guilty of adultery; adulterous   4 [Archaic] lacking good faith; dishonest   


Where Should Our Loyalties Be? 

· Political Party?
· Denomination?
· Company You Work For?
· Special Interest Group?

Whom We Choose To Serve Will Determine How We Make Our Decisions 
Our loyalty is an outgrowth of our choices

Choose Whom You Will Serve
Joshua 24:
1Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 
2Joshua said to all the people, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: `Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods. 3But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt. 
5" `Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you out. 6When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 7But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the desert for a long time. 
8" `I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their land. 9When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. 10But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand. 
11" `Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you--also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.' 

14"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
16Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God." 

Note That Joshua Did Not Ask The People To Serve  Or Follow Him

Whom We Choose To Serve Will Give Us Clarity On How We Make Decisions

What to do 
Based on the Nature of God

Who To Vote For 
Based on Godly Principles and their track record [qualifiers]

How To Set And Affirm Boundaries 
Setting and maintaining limits – Defines what we should and should not do

What We Should Do 
Is this a God-given assignment? Is there a time frame involved? Ask the next question, get clarity!

How We Should Do It 
How does God want this done?

1 Samuel 18: David and Jonathan 

28When Saul realized that the LORD was with David and that his daughter Michal loved David, 29Saul became still more afraid of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days. 
30The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did, David met with more success than the rest of Saul's officers, and his name became well known.

 Jonathan Makes a Choice Between Right And Wrong
1 Samuel 19: 
1Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan was very fond of David 2and warned him, "My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. 3I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I'll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out." 
4Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, "Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. 5He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?" 
6Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: "As surely as the LORD lives, David will not be put to death." 
7So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before. 
8Once more war broke out, and David went out and fought the Philistines. He struck them with such force that they fled before him. 
9But an evil spirit from the LORD came upon Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand. While David was playing the harp, 10Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David made good his escape. 


Michal Makes a Choice
11Saul sent men to David's house to watch it and to kill him in the morning. But Michal, David's wife, warned him, "If you don't run for your life tonight, tomorrow you'll be killed." 12So Michal let David down through a window, and he fled and escaped. 13Then Michal took an idol and laid it on the bed, covering it with a garment and putting some goats' hair at the head. 
14When Saul sent the men to capture David, Michal said, "He is ill." 
15Then Saul sent the men back to see David and told them, "Bring him up to me in his bed so that I may kill him." 16But when the men entered, there was the idol in the bed, and at the head was some goats' hair. 
17Saul said to Michal, "Why did you deceive me like this and send my enemy away so that he escaped?" 
Michal told him, "He said to me, `Let me get away. Why should I kill you?' " 

18When David had fled and made his escape, he went to Samuel at Ramah and told him all that Saul had done to him. Then he and Samuel went to Naioth and stayed there. 19Word came to Saul: "David is in Naioth at Ramah"; 20so he sent men to capture him. But when they saw a group of prophets prophesying, with Samuel standing there as their leader, the Spirit of God came upon Saul's men and they also prophesied. 21Saul was told about it, and he sent more men, and they prophesied too. Saul sent men a third time, and they also prophesied. 22Finally, he himself left for Ramah and went to the great cistern at Secu. And he asked, "Where are Samuel and David?" 
"Over in Naioth at Ramah," they said. 

Jonathan Makes A Godly Choice
1 Samuel 20:
1Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, "What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to take my life?" 
2"Never!" Jonathan replied. "You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn't do anything, great or small, without confiding in me. Why would he hide this from me? It's not so!" 
3But David took an oath and said, "Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said to himself, `Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.' Yet as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death." 
4Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you want me to do, I'll do for you." 
5So David said, "Look, tomorrow is the New Moon festival, and I am supposed to dine with the king; but let me go and hide in the field until the evening of the day after tomorrow. 6If your father misses me at all, tell him, `David earnestly asked my permission to hurry to Bethlehem, his hometown, because an annual sacrifice is being made there for his whole clan.' 7If he says, `Very well,' then your servant is safe. But if he loses his temper, you can be sure that he is determined to harm me. 8As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with you before the LORD. If I am guilty, then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to your father?" 
9"Never!" Jonathan said. "If I had the least inkling that my father was determined to harm you, wouldn't I tell you?" 
10David asked, "Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?" 
11"Come," Jonathan said, "let's go out into the field." So they went there together. 
12Then Jonathan said to David: "By the LORD, the God of Israel, I will surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? 13But if my father is inclined to harm you, may the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away safely. May the LORD be with you as he has been with my father. 14But show me unfailing kindness like that of the LORD as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family--not even when the LORD has cut off every one of David's enemies from the face of the earth." 

16So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, "May the LORD call David's enemies to account." 17And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself. 
18Then Jonathan said to David: "Tomorrow is the New Moon festival. You will be missed, because your seat will be empty. 19The day after tomorrow, toward evening, go to the place where you hid when this trouble began, and wait by the stone Ezel. 20I will shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though I were shooting at a target. 21Then I will send a boy and say, `Go, find the arrows.' If I say to him, `Look, the arrows are on this side of you; bring them here,' then come, because, as surely as the LORD lives, you are safe; there is no danger. 22But if I say to the boy, `Look, the arrows are beyond you,' then you must go, because the LORD has sent you away. 23And about the matter you and I discussed--remember, the LORD is witness between you and me forever." 
24So David hid in the field, and when the New Moon festival came, the king sat down to eat. 25He sat in his customary place by the wall, opposite Jonathan, and Abner sat next to Saul, but David's place was empty. 26Saul said nothing that day, for he thought, "Something must have happened to David to make him ceremonially unclean--surely he is unclean." 27But the next day, the second day of the month, David's place was empty again. Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, "Why hasn't the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?" 
28Jonathan answered, "David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29He said, `Let me go, because our family is observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.' That is why he has not come to the king's table." 
30Saul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, "You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don't I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you? 31As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!" 
32"Why should he be put to death? What has he done?" Jonathan asked his father. 33But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. 
34Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the month he did not eat, because he was grieved at his father's shameful treatment of David. 


Daniel 3:15-18 
Hananiah (Shadrach), Mishael, (Meshach), and  Azariah, (Abednego) in the blazing furnace.


Daniel 6:1-28 Daniel in the lions' den. 

Last sentence reads:

28So Daniel prospered during the reign (while in captivity) of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


Summary:

1. True loyalty is tested by what we do when we know that our Godly actions will have consequences.
2. Faithfulness has its foundation in love and trust.
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