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Obedience

Last Week:

Our topic was Strength.

We defined strength.

Four types of strength:

1. Power

2. Force

3. Capacity to produce reaction or effect

4. Grace

Conclusion:

We cited the need for balance when we considered the lives of Samson and Solomon.

We agreed we could all acquire the God kind of strength

Character Of A Warrior
Courage

Strength

Obedience

Honesty

Discipline

Loyalty

Honor

Integrity

Intro

In the NIV the word obey appears 165 times, obedient 10 times, obedience 17 times, obeyed 48 times, in all there are over 240 references to the concept of obedience. 

Since every matter is established by two or three witnesses [Deuteronomy 17:6, 19:15, Matthew 18:16, 2 Corinthians 13:1, 1Timothy 5:19, Hebrews 10:28] we can see that by the sheer volume of reference the relevance and importance of obedience.

Obedience Defined

5218 ὑπακοή [hupakoe /hoop·ak·o·ay/] n f. From 5219; TDNT 1:224; TDNTA 34; GK 5633; 15 occurrences; AV translates as “obedience” 11 times, “obedient” once, “to make obedient + 1519” once, “to obey + 1519” once, and “obeying” once. 1 obedience, compliance, submission. 2 obedience rendered to anyone’s counsels, an obedience shown in observing the requirements of Christianity.

5219 ὑπακούω [hupakouo /hoop·ak·oo·o/] v. From 5259 and 191; TDNT 1:223; TDNTA 34; GK 5634; 21 occurrences; AV translates as “obey” 18 times, “be obedient to” twice, and “hearken” once. 1 to listen, to harken. 1 of one who on the knock at the door comes to listen who it is, (the duty of a porter). 2 to harken to a command. 2 to obey, be obedient to, submit to.

Dictionary

o-be-di-ent (o bede nt, -; -bedynt) adj.  [[OFr < L obediens,  prp. of obedire,  OBEY]] obeying or willing to obey; submissive --o-bedi-ent-ly adv. 

SYN.--obedient suggests a giving in to the orders or instructions of one in authority or control [ an obedient  child] ; docile implies a temperament that submits easily to control or that fails to resist domination [ a docile  servant] ; tractable implies ease of management or control but does not connote the submissiveness of docile and applies to things as well as people [ silver is a tractable , i.e., malleable, metal] ; compliant suggests a weakness of character that allows one to yield meekly to another's request or demand [ army life had made him compliant] ; amenable suggests such amiability or desire to be agreeable as would lead one to submit readily [ she is amenable  to discipline]  --ANT. disobedient, refractory 
Saul’s Incomplete Obedience (1 Samuel 15)
15:1–3 Saul was on a downward slide and accelerating as he neared the bottom. No matter what he was given to do, he came short of complete obedience. In this chapter he was commanded by God to destroy the Amalekites—the nation that had mercilessly ambushed the Hebrew stragglers when they had left Egypt ... on the way to Canaan (Deut. 25:17–19). The order was very clear; everything that breathed was to be destroyed; it was devoted to God. God’s longsuffering had put up with the people of Amalek for years, but His word against them had not changed (Ex. 17:14–16; Num. 24:20). They were to be blotted out as punishment for their sin.

15:4–12 Saul gathered an army and marched south to a city of Amalek. Before attacking, he warned the Kenites to escape because these nomadic Midianites had shown kindness to ... Israel during the Exodus. This action showed that Saul was not just interested in carnage; rather, he was executing the vengeance of the Lord on a wicked people. He thoroughly defeated the Amalekites and put everything to the sword except the king and the best of the spoil. (A remnant, probably living elsewhere, also survived—see 30:1–6; 2 Sam. 8:12; 1 Chron. 4:43.) Miles away, the Lord informed Samuel of Saul’s disobedience. This greatly disturbed Samuel and drove him to spend the night in prayer. By morning it was clear what he must do.

15:13–35 On the way to Gilgal, Saul stopped and built a monument, celebrating his victory. But Samuel saw things differently and challenged Saul for disobeying. Saul was never short of excuses, but the noise of his failure reached the prophet’s ears and left Saul’s excuses hanging in midair. Rejected! Saul had heard that before (13:14). It came again with stunning force. Saul was constantly redefining the Lord’s commands, doing what seemed best to him rather than what God said was best. He made a show of repentance and pleaded with Samuel not to abandon him. He even tore the prophet’s robe when he tried to leave. This too was a sign that the kingdom would be torn ... from Saul and given ... to another man.

After accompanying Saul to worship the Lord, Samuel called for Agag to be brought forth. Thinking that he might be spared, Agag came to him cautiously saying, “Surely the bitterness of death is past” (v. 32). Samuel then hacked him in pieces with the sword. The aged judge carried a burden the rest of his life because of Saul’s failure. In one sense even God regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.

We should memorize verse 22. It is one of the classics in the Word of God. Obedience first, last, and always. It is the watchword of those who would serve and please the Lord. Erdmann comments:

In the following words: To obey is better than sacrifice, the thought takes a new turn: apart from what alone is well-pleasing to God, only an obedient disposition of mind is in itself something good, the offering, without such a disposition, is not a good thing, has no moral value. ... So disobedience and the thence- resulting rebellion and defiant self-dependence is similar in essence to, stands on the same moral plane with the outward wickedness of witchcraft, that is, “divination in the service of anti-godly demonic powers” (Keil), and of idolatry.﻿ 14
Verses 29 and 35 seem to be contradictory. The first says that God does not change His mind or relent, while the second says that He regretted making Saul king. Verse 29 describes God in His essential character. He is unchanging and unchangeable, the immutable One. Verse 35 means that a change in Saul’s conduct required a corresponding change in God’s plans and purposes for him. To be consistent with His attributes, God must bless obedience and punish disobedience.


 

Incomplete obedience is the same as disobedience.

Prolonged indecision is decision.

1 Samuel 15

17Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18And he sent you on a mission, saying, `Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.' 19Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?" 

20"But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal." 

22But Samuel replied: 

"Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 

as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, 

and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 

23For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 

and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

he has rejected you as king." 

Principle: Revelation demands obedience, and obedience brings blessing (Deut. 6:1–15; Josh. 1:8; John 15:12–17).

Practice: After redeeming His people from bondage, the Lord spoke to them in power and glory at Mt. Sinai. The revelation of the Mosaic law required a response of obedience. Their success as individuals and as a nation would depend on the degree of their conformity to God’s moral, civil, and ceremonial law. Likewise, disobedience would lead to disaster (e.g., the wilderness wandering and servitude in the time of the Judges). As believers in Christ, our success is measured by the degree of our conformity to His character. 

To what extent is Christ the Lord of your life?
Discussion

The importance of obedience:

As a Warrior – Pivotal

In battle – Crucial

It is of utmost importance that we know the sound of the Commander’s voice in the midst of the fray in battle or in the stresses of everyday life.

Isaiah 1

19If you are willing and obedient, 

you will eat the best from the land; 

20but if you resist and rebel, 

you will be devoured by the sword." 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

Discussion

As parents when do we correct?

What is the purpose?

As men and head of the household our spouses should obey us.

What are the conditions?

1 John 5:3  

His commands are not burdensome
51Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Then why do we sometimes struggle with obedience?

An important aspect of Obedience is that it is a choice.

Joshua 24:

14"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
Matthew 23:37, Luke 13:34

37"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 

John 8:29 Our Model - Jesus

I always do what pleases Him

29The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him." 30Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. 

Amos 3:3   Obedience is to be in agreement with God

3Do two walk together 

unless they have agreed to do so? 

John 14: If you love me

141"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going." 

5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 

8Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 

9Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, `Show us the Father'? 10Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him." 

His Sheep will follow because they know His voice.

John:

101"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 
7Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.A He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

11"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

19At these words the Jews were again divided. 20Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?" 
n n: noun or neuter


f f: feminine
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TDNTA Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Abridged in One Volume


GK Goodrick-Kohlenberger


AV Authorized Version


v v: verb
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﻿ 14 (15:13–35) Christian F. Erdmann, “The Books of Samuel,” in Lange’s Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, Critical, Doctrinal and Homiletical, III: 209.
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